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PRESS KIT 
Brussels, September 2018 

The 2018 Brussels Comic Strip Festival 

Brussels is holding its 9th annual Comic Strip Festival from 14 to 16 September 2018 

From their beginning at the turn of the previous century, Belgian comics have really become 
famous the world over. Many illustrators and writers from our country and its capital are well-
known beyond our borders. That is reason enough to dedicate a weekend to this rich cultural 
heritage.  

Since its debut in 2010, the Brussels Comic Strip Festival has become the main event for 
comics fans. Young and old, novices and experts, all share a passion for the ninth art and come 
together each year to participate in the variety of activities on offer. 

More than 100,000 people and some 250 famous authors gather every year. For this 2018 
edition, the essential events are definitely on the schedule: autograph sessions, the Balloon's 
Day Parade and many more. There's a whole range of activities to delight everyone.   

Besides the Parc de Bruxelles, le Brussels Comic Strip Festival takes over the prestigious 
setting of Brussels' Palais des Beaux-Arts, BOZAR. Two places that pair phenomenally well 
together for the Brussels Comic Strip Festival. Festival-goers will be able to stroll along as 
they please, enjoying countless activities and novelties on offer wherever they go. From 
hundreds of autograph signings to premiere cartoon screenings and multiple exhibitions and 
encounters with professionals, ninth art fans will have plenty to keep them entertained. 
Finally, the Brussels Comic Strip Festival will award comics prizes: The Atomium Prizes, 
during a gala evening when no less than €115,000 will be awarded for the best new works 
from the past year.  

This year the brave Alix is celebrating 70 years of existence and will be honoured right through 
this weekend dedicated to the 9the art.  From the exhibition poster to the Balloon’s Day 
Parade, the Gallic hero will be present everywhere. 
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Over these three days, the capital will eat, sleep, and breathe comics. Free guided tours will 
bring visitors to see comics murals, many organisations from the Brussels-Capital Region will 
offer activities and discounts related to the Ninth Art. In short, from 14-16 September 2018, 
comics will be on the menu just about everywhere! 

Although Belgium is particularly proud of its comic strip heritage, many other countries also 
have a fantastic track record in this field. Of these, 17 cultural delegations from other 
countries will be setting up their stalls in the International Pavilion to introduce their work 
and enjoy a great opportunity to share their passion. Languages will be well represented: in 
addition to the three national languages, Spanish, Portuguese, Italian abd even Korean will 
be heard.  

The Brussels Comic Strip Festival is a Brussels-Capital Region initiative with the support of 
the City of Brussels and the COCOF, coordinated by visit.brussels. 
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A whole bunch of new things  
For its 9th running, the Brussels Comic Strip Festival is marking the occasion with its fair 
share of new things. Aside from the regular giant balloon parade, the Comics Festival offers 
lovers of the genre talks, screenings, signings and other activities suitable for all. 

Standaard Uitgeverij  
Standaard Uitgeverij is joining the Comic Strip Festival for the first time this year. The perfect 
opportunity for this major Flemish publisher to celebrate the release of the 100th FC De 
Kampioenen album. 

Two new Atomium prizes  
This year The Bronzen Adhemar award for Dutch Comics will be rewarded for the first time 
during the Brussels Comic Strip Festival. The prize of 10,000 euro will be awarded to a Flemish 
auther of comic strips for his or her career. Another prize has emerged this year: The Atomium 
Citizen Comics Prize.  

Fabien Vehlmann, sponsor of the Atomium Prizes 
The sponsor of the 2018 Atomium Prizes is none other that French scriptwriter Fabien 
Vehlmann, who has co-authored the cult series "Spirou and Fantasio" since 2009.  Among 
other things he offers three exclusive lectures on the topics of: "Showing the Invisible," 
"Green Groove," and "Reinventing Erotic Comics". 

Alix's birthday 
This year the brave Alix is celebrating 70 years of existence and will be honoured throughout 
the festival. In collaboration with the publisher Casterman and the Royal Museum of Arts and 
History (Parc du Cinquantenaire), the exhibition “Alix – l’art de Jacques Martin” will be 
produced by all parts for the Comics Festival. This will bring together around 150 original 
drawings arranged by topic situated among the permanent museum collections in the Parc du 
Cinquantenaire and will be on display for 4 months. 

BD Improv Competition « SPIROU vs. FLUIDE GLACIAL: le clash! » 
Over the last few months a strange tension seems to have come between SPIROU and FLUIDE 
GLACIAL, two of the big names in comics magazines. It's no holds barred. 

Special Showing « Les Vieux Fourneaux » accompanied by the authors of the comic strip 
The film version of the hit comic strip « Les Vieux Fourneaux » created by Wilfrid Lupano and 
Paul Cauuet will be in theatres on 22 August 2018. To mark the occasion the Brussels Comic 
Strip Festival will offer you a special showing during the event, accompanied by the authors 
of the comic strip! 
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2nd edition of the Atomium prizes  

Comic strips are an art that has fallen from favour in recent years. It has often proved difficult 
for professional comic strip artists to make a living from their work. visit.brussels, in close 
collaboration with the Brussels-Capital regional government, highlights the city's support for 
creativity and brings together existing initiatives in awarding mainly cash prizes that will help 
the winners to finance their work.  

In 2017, as part of its 8th edition, the Comics Festival presented the Atomium Comic Strip 
Prize for the first time. Some 7 prizes, worth a total of 100,000 euros, were presented in 
September 2017 in BOZAR.  

Building on this success, the Comics Festival is reliving the experience in 2018, while 
expanding the concept even further: no less than 9 prizes will be given out for a total amount 
of 115,000 euros. The sponsor of the second awards ceremony will be French screenwriter 
Fabien Vehlmann, author of the series "Seuls" and "Spirou and Fantasio".  

The Raymond Leblanc Award for young talent 

Prize: €20,000, in the form of cash and a publishing contract with, on an alternating basis, 
Editions du Lombard and Editions Futuropolis. 

Purpose: a comic strip competition open to young authors who have yet to publish more than 
two comic books. 

The Raymond Leblanc Award was founded ten years ago by the Raymond Leblanc Foundation, 
which aims to publicise, pool and preserve the cultural legacy created by Raymond Leblanc, 
the founder of Tintin magazine, the publishing house Éditions du Lombard, the advertising 
agency Publiart and the cartoon studios Belvision, among other ventures. 

Thanks to the support of the French Community Commission (COCOF), the 2017 winner will 
receive €10,000, to be presented by the Minister of Culture, Fadila Laanan, and will also be 
offered an additional €10,000 publishing contract with Lombard, paid in advance and 
covering all types of royalties.  

For more information: www.fondationrleblanc.be 
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The Fédération Wallonie-Bruxelles Bande Dessinée Award 

Prize: €10,000 

Purpose: An initiative of Mrs Alda Gréoli, the Wallonia-Brussels Culture Minister, this prize 
rewards an author or authors from the Wallonia-Brussels Federation who have developed an 
original and innovative creation. 

The prize is awarded based on the proposition of the Commission d'Aide à la Bande Dessinée, 
a cultural panel composed of professionals from the industry. 

The winner(s) is (are) selected from the applications that were submitted following the regular 
calls for bids from the Service Général des Lettres et du Livre (General Service for Literature 
and Books), part of the Administration Générale de la Culture (General Administration for 
Culture). 

Information: www.bandedessinee.cfwb.be and www.culture.be       

The Spirou Humoristique Aventure Award 

Prize: €15,000 in cash and the publication of one story in Spirou magazine.  

Purpose: The Spirou Humoristique Aventure Award is open to the writers of 44-page comedy-
caper stories written in the style of the great series that Spirou has been publishing since its 
creation in 1938.  

For more information: www.spirou.com   

The Atomium of Bruxelles Award 

Prize: €7,500 in cash 

Purpose: The Brussels Prize with the support of BX1 recognises an author or work that 
showcases Brussels. 

For more information: www.visit.brussels   

The PREM1ÈRE Roman Graphique Award 

Prize: €20,000 in advertising space and extensive media coverage 

Purpose: Offered by RTBF (the public broadcasting organisation of the French Community of 
Belgium), this award recognises the work of graphic novel writers. A list of finalists is drawn 
up by a group of RTBF journalists specialized in comic strips, with a jury made up of listeners, 
booksellers and RTBF personalities then choosing the winner. 

For more information: www.lapremiere.be   
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The Cognito Award for historical comics 

Prize: €3,000 in cash 

Purpose: presented by the Cognito Foundation, this award is made to the best historical comic 
strip of the year. A private concern, the Cognito Foundation seeks to introduce or reintroduce 
people to history through comic strips, and gives this award to authors who, through their 
work, shed light on a part of the past.  

For more information: www.cognito-fondation.be  

The LE SOIR Award for report comics 

Prize: €20,000 in advertising space and extensive media coverage 

Purpose: Belgian daily Le Soir has long been one of the leading newspaper when it comes to 
comic strips. This award recognises the work that best reflects the world around us and which 
takes the form of a report in the style of a comic strip. 

For more information: www.lesoir.be   

The Atomium Citizen Comics Prize (new) 

Prize: €5,000 in cash 

Aim: To reward comic drawings that call for an ethical and social reflection and that take on a 
positive, constructive and generous approach to current social issues. 

Partner: Le Cœur à lire 

The Bronzen Adhemar Prize for Dutch Comics (new) 

Prize: €10,000 

Aim: The prize goes to a Flemish author for a specific piece of work or for their work as a whole. 

Partners: an initiative from Stripgids, with the support of the Government of Flanders and the 
city of Turnhout. 
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"ALIX – THE ART OF JACQUES MARTIN" exhibition 
 

Out of all the characters in the world's comic strip hall of fame, Alix undoubtedly holds a 
special place. After having sold 12 million comic books and been translated into 15 languages, 
2018 is a time for Alix to celebrate 70 years of success ever since it first appeared in the Tintin 
magazine on 16 September 1948. The Trojan Horse was released in 1988 and would be the 
last comic book drawn by Jacques Martin himself, but even after that, this young Gallic-
Roman hero continued to face countless perils, battled with the most diverse civilisations and 
managed to stay true to the creator's ideal of righteousness and justice. 

Nowadays, Alix has been acknowledged as the true precursor of the Historical Comic genre. 
Behind that somewhat vague description, Jacques Martin deserves recognition for being the 
first to convey the importance of historical accuracy, which was the most distinctive feature 
of his stories. 

The exhibition: 
To celebrate the 70th anniversary of Alix's creation, the Casterman publishing house has 
joined forces with the International Angoulême Comic Festival and the International City of 
Comics and Images to present an exceptional exhibition dedicated to the art of Jacques 
Martin. 

This vast retrospective exhibition, inaugurated during the festival in Angoulême on 25 
January 2018, was on display at the Angoulême Comic Museum up to13 May 2018. With a 
collection of over 150 original works, the exhibition explores four decades of Jacques Martin's 
creations, from 1948 through to 1988.  The display is structured around the central figure of 
Alix, and focuses on the singularity of Jacques Martin's art, from his first drawings in 
advertising to the consolidation of an extremely personal graphic and narrative style. 

This is the first retrospective exhibition of its kind on such a large scale, representing the start 
of Alix's 70th anniversary celebrations. 

With the Comic Festival just around the corner, the exhibition will be completely re-staged to 
be presented in Brussels at the Royal Museum of Art and History, right amidst the venue's 
permanent collections: 150 original works will be arranged into themes to cover the wonderful 
work of Jacques Martin through the adventures of his legendary hero. The exhibition will be 
inaugurated on 14 September with the opening of the Comic Festival and will remain on 
display until 6 January 2019. 

Co‑produced by: 9th Art+, FIBD, the International Comic City, Casterman publishing and 
visit.brussels. 
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Publisher spaces  
As well as having the chance to meet the most loyal publishers to the Comic Strip Festival, 
this year, visitors will also get the opportunity to see a large number of Flemish publishers. 
Indeed, there has been one major publisher from the north of the country missing from the 
event in the past: This year, the Comic Strip Festival is proud to welcome Standaard 
Uitgeverij. It is also delighted to be welcoming ten or so independent publishers who do our 
capital proud, including L’Employé du Moi, FRMK, La 5e couche & Les Impressions Nouvelles. 
 

And that isn’t all. When you think of publishers, you also think of authors and book signings. 
All sorts of activities and events will be put on for visitors. Here is a taster of what to expect. 
 
STANDAARD UITGEVERIJ 
Standaard Uitgeverij is joining the Comic Strip Festival for the first time this year. The perfect 
opportunity for this major Flemish publisher to celebrate the release of the 100th FC De 
Kampioenen album. Visitors will be able to immerse themselves in the world of this hugely 
successful comic books. There will be plenty more activities and installations, like signing 
sessions, the chance to meet authors, a reading corner and much more. 

BALLON MEDIA 
The Flemish publisher Ballon Media has been for some years on the festival with all of his 
most famous comics such as Jommeke, Robbedoes Special, Baba Yega, Thorgal, XIII, Largo 
Winch, fantastic graphic novels, rare gems and plenty more unmissable titles. The programme 
includes signing sessions, the chance to meet Jommeke and a major competition offering 
some fantastic prizes for the winners!  
 

STRIPGIDS – PULP DELUXE – STRIPGILDE 
Stripgids, Pulp deLuxe and the Vlaamse Onafhankelijke Stripgilde have joined forces to put 
on an irresistible range of magazines, books and exclusives in Dutch and English. So you 
know where to come to find out more about comics from Flanders (and beyond).  On Saturday, 
the winner of the 2018 Bronzen Adhemar award will be at the stand for a signing session 
between 2pm and 4pm. 
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DARGAUD 
 
Les Vieux Fourneaux 
With more than a million copies sold, Les Vieux Fourneaux are still creating quite a buzz. Find 
your favourite characters at the “Wolve in Underpants” van in the Parc de Bruxelles, with all 
sorts of surprises and activities, as well as on the big screen with an exclusive screening of 
Christophe Duthuron’s film as part of the Comic Strip Festival. An hysterically funny feel-
good movie, totally in keeping with the tone of the series. An opportunity not to be missed! 
 
Life size Batman! 
Come and see Enrico Marini for a chance to see him draw Batman and the Joker live... and life 
size! A tribute to the two main characters of his gripping two-volume tale: Batman, The Dark 
Prince Charming. Come and admire the artist at work, and you might even go home with a 
great surprise... 
 
Exhibition: Empress Carlota 
Fabien Nury and Matthieu Bonhomme have taken on the story of Empress Carlota, for a new 
series with a gripping plot and captivating illustrations! The perfect opportunity to get a really 
good look at the work of Matthieu Bonhomme, thanks to a selection of reproductions of 
storyboards. Come and find out more on the Dargaud stand! 
 
Area dedicated to youngsters focusing on their favourite heroes 
Emma et Capucine, La Famille Blaireau Renard, Le Loup en Slip, Boule et Bill, Lucky Luke and 
many more will be here with free face painting, readings, workshops, light boxes so you can 
draw like the great authors, a mural for budding artists to decorate and lots (and lots) of gifts 
to give away!  
 
Live drawing 
Admire our featured authors as they create their images before your very eyes, via screens 
showing their signing sessions. 
 
And that’s not all! 
Dargaud are constantly striving to make this year’s Comic Strip Festival an unforgettable 
experience. Follow them on Dargaud’s social media accounts so you don’t miss the release of 
the official programme and the final times for your favourite authors. 
Facebook: Editions Dargaud 
Instagram: @dargaud 
Twitter: @EditionsDargaud 
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SPIROU FESTIVAL 
 
As part of the Comic Strip Festival, Les Éditions Dupuis look forward to meeting lots of comic 
book fans in the Parc de Bruxelles for the 5th ever SPIROU Festival!  
The perfect opportunity to take part in signing sessions, workshops, exhibitions, and 
discussions... as well as the chance to win gifts, meet the authors and some of the team behind 
the SPIROU Journal and Les Éditions Dupuis, and even pick up a scoop or two! 
More than 40 authors will be there, including Bailly, Batem, Bercovici, Bravo, Collin, Dairin, 
Dan, Darasse, Del, Delaf, De Pins, Dodier, Domecq, Dubuc, Erre, Feroumont, Findakly, Fortin, 
Fournier, Hardy, Henriet, Janry, Johan, Jousselin, Kox, Libon, Munuera, Obion, Frank Pé, Pico, 
Reynès, Savoia, Schwartz, Sowa, Sti, Tome, Toussaint, Trondheim and Vehlmann. 
https://www.spirou.com/blog/642-le-festival-spirou-c-est-bientot.html  

LE LOMBARD 
 
Ducobu & Léonie are back: Fancy Fair 
Saint-Potache school will be on its holidays again on Saturday and Sunday, at the Lombard 
stand! The programme includes a Fancy Fair organised by the famous dunce, assisted by his 
rival and classmate Léonie! A giant game of Pairs, wheel of fortune, games of skill, a target 
game, plus many more activities that children will love.  
 
Timo l’Aventurier: Treasure hunt – Set off on an adventure with Timo!  
As part of Timo l’Aventurier’s adventures, explore the Parc de Bruxelles to find out all about 
his characters and his world, and have your own adventure alongside this plucky little hero.  
Plus there are Timo posters and goodies to win. So what are you waiting for? Pick up your 
activity pack and set off on an adventure! (Starts at the activity area on the Lombard stand) 
 
Klaw: Treasure hunt – Dizhi’s quest 
Inspired by the series, this treasure hunt will take young and old alike on an adventure through 
the Comic Strip Festival to find the clues that you need to collect to awaken your supernatural 
power, or “Dizhi”! Plus there are Klaw posters and goodies to win.  

Our heroes are invading the Park!  
A number of exhibitions dedicated to Lombard’s heroes will introduce visitors to comic strips 
as soon as they step into the park. From Gagner la Guerre, the comic book adaptation of the 
cult French fantasy novel, and Irons, a baffling and chilling police thriller, to Jean Van Hamme 
and Christophe Simon’s action album, Kivu, visitors will be able to find out more about how a 
comic book is created, as well as exploring the worlds of these albums. 

Exhibitions to be found in the Parc de Bruxelles, around the Lombard Stand. 

Plus... live drawing sessions, an adventure course for children, a “forest” area dedicated to 
Lombard’s heroes, a reading corner, and lots more! 
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GLÉNAT 
Glénat will be putting together a fantastic play area for little ones around its stand, while older 
visitors will be able to attend a talk given by Jade Lagardère, author of “Amber Blake”, the 
comic strip that she wrote herself (artist:  Butch Guice).  
 

Then there’s BOZAR, where you can enjoy the free exhibition entitled “Dickie - Vous ne 
pourrez plus le voir en peinture !!!” (Dickie - You won’t be able to stand the sight of him any 
more!!!): “Everybody knows Dickie (or Boerke), the little farmer who ruins everything he 
touches. Well, he’s tackled epic stories, film, fairy tales and science fiction, and now he’s 
having a go at museums! From cave paintings to modern art, via Renaissance and 
Impressionist masterpieces, rediscover Picasso, Van Gogh, de Vinci, Hockney and Mondrian, 
with a Dickie twist! Pieter de Poortere once again uses his unrivalled sense of trashiness and 
the absurd to serve up a series of silent gags from his favourite moustachioed character 
behind the hilarious scenes of the greatest masterpieces in the history of art. With Dickie at 
the museum, art is anything but boring!” 
 

KENNES 
The Kennes wheel of fortune: turn the wheel for just €1 and take a book home with you 
(choose from a selection). Everyone’s a winner! 
A whole host of extracts to choose from! 
Would you like a sneak preview of your next read? Help yourself from the free extracts 
available on the Kennes stand.  
 
GROUPE PAQUET 
Come and meet their authors (including Jordi Bayarri, Valentina Brancati, Francesco Castelli, 
Bruno Marchand, David Batte, André Taymans, Georges Van Linthout and Pablo Velarde) who 
would love to sign their albums for you. Younger visitors will love exploring the world of Petzi, 
the famous bear, thanks to an exhibition dedicated to this endearing little character! 

BAMBOO EDITIONS & FLUIDE GLACIAL 
Spirou and Fluide Glacial engage in all-out war!  

Over the last few months, a strange tension seems to have been building between SPIROU 
and FLUIDE GLACIAL, two giants of the comic book press. It seems like the gloves are off. 
Thierry Tinlot, the former editor-in-chief of both comic books, has been keeping a close eye 
on this battle, and has offered to act as intermediary by suggesting an improv match (  LINK 
TO “SPECTACLE & PROJECTION”) during the Comic Strip Festival! Only one weapon is 
allowed: humour! Comedians and illustrators will defend the honour of their respective 
magazines. We’re talking about Berco and Munuera in the Spirou corner, and Mo and Ju CDM 
for Fluide… That’s if the two magazines haven’t ripped each other apart before then. 

Plus, throughout the whole festival, authors from the two magazines will be travelling between 
the Spirou Festival and the Fluide Glacial stands offering exclusive overlapping signing 
sessions! 
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CASTERMAN 
Exhibitions 
As part of Alix’s 70th anniversary, Casterman will be putting on two exhibitions in partnership 
with visit.brussels, the Brussels Art and History Museum and the Belgian Comic Strip Center 
(CBBD).  

The first, Alix – L’art De Jacques Martin (The art of Jacques Martin), will be taking place from 
15/09 to 31/12/2018 and will present an adapted version of the exhibition put on by the not-
for-profit organisation 9e Art, the FIBD and the Cité internationale de la bande dessinée et de 
l’image. Around a hundred originals of the pioneer of the historic comic strip will be on display 
alongside pieces from collections belonging to the Royal Museum.  

The second, Alix - Veni, Vidi, Vici, will create an event at the CBBD, by presenting storyboards 
from the new album in the Alix series by David B and Giorgio Albertini in its Gallery, from 4 
September to 14 October 2018. An unexpected pair, who have been passionate about history 
and obsessed with the Gallo-Roman hero created by Jacques Martin in 1948 ever since they 
were children. 

Opportunities to meet the Casterman authors 
“Seuls dans la ville” (Alone in the city) with Zeina Abirached and Medhi Kassour (Friday 
14 September – 5pm to 5.45pm) 
Faced with the political crisis facing Europe, with new waves of immigration, we try to 
understand the experiences of these men, women and children forced to flee their homes who 
- like the heroes of “Seuls” - must often learn how to survive right in the heart of our towns 
and cities. 
 
“Autour d’Alix et de Jacques Martin” (All about Alix and Jacques Martin) with Valérie 
Mangin, David B and Giorgio Albertini (Saturday 15 from 11am to 11.45am) 
The authors Valérie Mangin, Latinist, historian and writer, David B and Giorgio Albertini will 
look into this character whose 70th anniversary we are celebrating. They will present the Alix 
and Alix Senator series, as well as their relationships with history and fiction, in the past and 
the present. 

“Renouveler la Bd érotique” (Reinventing erotic comics) with Aude Mermilliod, Jean-Louis 
Tripp and Pierre-Yves Wauthier (Saturday 15 from 9pm to 9.45pm) 
Long consigned to the shameful shelves of our bookshops, erotic comics still seem to struggle 
to find respectability. In 2018 what new avenues can they pursue to reinvent the genre and 
adapt to the new sexual practices of the 21st century? 
The authors present: 
Zeina ABIRACHED, Georgio ALBERTINI, Léonie BISCHOFF, Maryse and Jean-François 
CHARLES, David B, Mathilde DOMECQ, Mathias ENARD, Vittorio GIARDINO, HARDOC, 
Philippe JARBINET, Augustin LEBON, Valérie MANGIN, Rudi MIEL, Nicolas MOOG, Vincent 
PERRIOT, Fabienne PIGIÈRE, Yves PLATEAU, RÉGRIC, Gilles ROCHIER, Florent SILLORAY, 
Lili SOHN, Paul TENG, Jean-Louis TRIPP, Nicolas VANDE WALLE, Loïc VERDIER. 
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KANA 
Kana will be present for the 5th edition at the Brussels Comic Strip Festival. In collaboration 
with Belgotaku, the French publisher will host an exhibition of plates from the series Retour 
aux Sources, a magnificent manhua about the initiatory journey and Taiwanese folklore!  
Come and (re)discover manga classics such as Death Note, Naruto and Monster, as well as 
novelties of 2019, such as the thriller Fool's Paradise, the beauty of Taiyô Matsumoto's 
drawings in Le Rêve de mon père and the oppressive Contamination. Come on over and 
discover, the entire team will be delighted to show you around. 
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International Pavilion 
Although Belgium is particularly proud of its comic strip heritage, many other countries also 
have a fantastic track record in this field. Of these, 17 cultural delegations from other 
countries will be setting up their stalls in the International Pavilion to introduce their work 
and enjoy a great opportunity to share their passion.  
 
EUNIC Brussels countries: Basque Country, Estonia, Czech Republic, Hungary, 
Luxembourg, Lithuania, Poland, Portugal, Romania and Turkey) 
Members of the European National Institutes for Culture cordially invite you to find out about 
their country’s comic strip heritage. As well as a joint exhibition, talks and signing sessions, 
each country will be putting on workshops: 
 

 Camões, Portugal (Institute for Cooperation and Language, I.P. – Portugal) 
Portuguese artist Paulo Monteiro will be putting on a workshop for budding artists 
aged between 12 and 18. The workshop, entitled “Comment faire de la BD sans savoir 
dessiner ?” (How do you create a comic strip when you can’t draw?) will be given in 
French. Saturday 15 September at 11am. 

 

 Latvia (Republic of Latvia’s Embassy to the Kingdom of Belgium) 
Three young comic strip artists - Lote Vilma Vītiņa, Mārtiņš Zutis and Rebeka Lukošus 
- will be putting on a workshop for young comic strip fans aged between 6 and 10. The 
children and artists will create a short comic strip in the form of a “Leporello” 
(workshop in English).  

 

 Poland (Polish Institute) 
Artist Berenika Kołomycka will be putting on the workshop entitled “Couleurs et 
émotions en BD” (Colours and emotions in comic strips) for children aged 9 and above. 
She will help them understand the importance of colours in comic strips, and how to 
use them to express emotions.  

 

 Hungary (Balassi Institute – Cultural Department of the Hungarian Embassy) 
Thanks to their 3D app, artists Levente Németh, Attila Futaki and János Mészáros will 
make an interactive printed page during the workshop entitled “Comment un 
personnage de bande dessinée peut-il prendre vie sur votre smartphone ?” (How can 
a comic strip character come to life on your smartphone”). 

 

 Estonia (Permanent Representation of Estonia to the EU) 
Artists Estoniens Maarika Martins, Anna Ring and Anna Eespere will be putting on a 
wacky workshop based on spontaneity and the unpredictable, which can often lead to 
creative discoveries! For any age, in English.  

 

 Turkey (Yunus Emre Institute) 
Artists Özcan Özcan and Arzu Akbulut introduce you to Miniature Art. They will be 
presenting this ancient technique that requires a high level of precision, thanks to 
incredibly detailed drawings of birds inspired by their latest work, “Songs of the Birds 
- Mantıkut-Tayr’’.  
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 Basque Country (Etxepare Basque Institute) 

Basque artist Begoña Durruty will be putting on a workshop for young children entitled 
“Fan de dessins” (Drawing fan), in French.  

 

 Romania (Romanian Cultural Institute in Brussels) 
The workshop entitled “Histoires visuelles créatives” (Creative visual stories) put on 
by Mircea Pop invites participants to explore, experiment with, follow and even break 
the rules for creating a comic strip, thanks mainly to electronic design. For any age, in 
English.  

 

 Czech Republic (Czech Centre in Brussels) 
Jonáš Ledecký from the Czech Republic will be putting on a workshop entitled “Karel 
Čapek en bande dessinée” (Karel Čapek in comic strips), based on the adaptation of 
stories due to be published in Setpember.  

 

 Luxembourg (Luxembourg Embassy in Brussels) 
Artists from Luxembourg will be here on all three days for signing sessions and to take 
part in a number of round table discussions within the international pavilion. 

 
“Animate Europe” – International Comic Competition 2018 
How can we “reanimate” Europe? Several artists will try to answer this question via this 
exhibition. Come and explore the work of 75 artists from around Europe in some original 
exhibits. Several competition finalists will also be here to sign books and take part in a round 
table discussion. 
 
Alifbata (Arabic comic strip)  
A publishing company based in Marseille, specialising in translating and publishing comic 
strip authors from North Africa and the Middle East, Alifbata will be unveiling the catalogue 
for the exhibition entitled “Nouvelle génération : la bande dessinée arabe aujourd’hui” (New 
generation: Arabic comic strips today) at the Cité internationale de la bande dessinée et de 
l’image in Angoulême from 25 January to 4 November 2018. As well as the exhibition, the 
catalogue will be showcasing more than forty authors from Algeria, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, 
Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Palestine, Syria and Tunisia. Alifbata will also be focusing on the 
work of Barrack Rima, between Brussels and Beirut, via an exhibition of original storyboards 
and dedications by the artist. 
 
South Korea (Korean Cultural Center in Brussels)  
The Korean Cultural Center will be presenting four Korean comic strip authors in the 
exhibition aimed at children: “Childhood - Where is your heart now?”: YOON Seungun, HA 
Minseok, HONG Seungwoo and SOBOGI. The authors will be available for signing sessions, 
as well as putting on drawing demonstrations throughout the weekend. 
 
  



   

17 
 

Egypt (TokTok Mag)  
What is a TokTok? The name comes from Tuk Tuk, the noise the engine makes. It’s that noisy, 
dangerous yellow and black vehicle that is such a popular means of transport in the busy 
neighbourhoods of Cairo.  
And the TokTok Mag? The first edition of TokTok was released in January 2011, in a climate 
of social revolution. The quarterly magazine echoes the day-to-day reality of Egypt, 
encompassing comedy as well as tragedy. TokTok Mag will be presenting original 
storyboards, limited edition posters, the magazine in Arabic, and best-of versions in French. 
 
La Réunion (Les Éditions des Bulles dans l'Océan)  
An independent publishing company founded 8 years ago, Les Éditions des Bulles dans 
l’Océan is dedicated to promoting promising young authors. Come and see some of the work 
of these artists, who come from a little corner of paradise, and meet them at one of the signing 
sessions. 
 
Italy (Lucca Comics & Games by LUCCA CREA srl & Istituto Italiano di Cultura)  
For several years now, Lucca Comics & Games have been brining Italian “fumetti” (“comic 
strips” in Italian) to Brussels. This year, three artists will be meeting their Belgian readers and 
signing their work: Fabio Civitelli, one of the main artists involved in Tex Willer, the iconic 
Italian comic strip; Salvatore Callerami, author of the fantasy comedy Dandelion; lastly, 
Riccardo Pieruccini will present his latest steampunk parody, Prussians vs Aliens.  
 
Havana, Algiers and Moscow (Maison Autrique)  
Comic strips are everywhere you look in Brussels. That is much less true of Havana, Moscow 
and Algiers. Time for a renaissance! The renaissance of a popular art form that can turn its 
hand to anything, including heritage. Without ignoring some serious studies and scientific 
publications dedicated to the subject, Maison Autrique simply wanted to make its own 
contribution by incorporating an imaginary dimension that is nevertheless based on a reality 
that is sometimes hidden, but always true. 
Maison Autrique will be putting on an exhibition based on its publication “Kronikas 2”, as well 
as signing sessions with authors from Brussels, Algeria and Cuba (including Etienne 
Schréder, Jeroen Janssen, Thierry Mondelaers, Rémi Desmosts, Izquierdo and Lysbeth 
Dauont-Robles). 
 
Sterling Books  
Discover a wide range of comic strips in English on the Sterling Books stand, run by an 
independent English bookshop that came to Brussels in 1997. A special, extensive selection 
of more than 600 graphic novels, from acclaimed literary works to classic superheroes, from 
Neil Gaiman to Alison Bechdel, from “V for Vendetta” to “Black Panther”, and the new hit, 
“Sabrina”, the first graphic novel to have been nominated for the Booker Prize. Comic fans 
will be offered recommendations and the chance to discover the best of English and American 
comics.  
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Show, screening and conferences 
 
Comics Improvisation Competition 
SPIROU against FLUIDE GLACIAL 
Over the last few months a strange tension seems to have come between SPIROU and FLUIDE 
GLACIAL, two of the big names in comics magazines. It's no holds barred. As a keen observer 
of this battle, Thierry Tinlot, the former editor-in-chief of the two publications, offers his 
services as a mediator by proposing an improv competition during the Brussels Comic Strip 
Festival! Using only one weapon: humour! Actors and illustrators will defend the honour of 
their respective magazines. We're talking about Berco and Munuera on Spirou's side and 
Jean-Christophe Chauzy and Ju CDM for Fluide.... That is, if the two titles have not destroyed 
each other in the meantime. 

In conjunction with the Belgian Professional Improvisation League 
Time and place: Saturday, 15 September at 6:00 PM - BOZAR Room M 
Price: €9 / adults and €6 / ages 12 and under 
 
Exclusive screening 
Special Showing « Les Vieux Fourneaux » 
Directed by Christophe Duthuron 
Starring: Pierre Richard, Eddy Mitchell, Roland Giraud, and Alice Pol 
Based on the Comic Strip sensation created by Wilfrid Lupano and Paul Cauuet at Dargaud 
Publishing. 
Screenplay: Wilfrid Lupano 
 

The film version of the hit comic strip « Les Vieux Fourneaux » created by Wilfrid Lupano and 
Paul Cauuet will be in theatres on 22 August 2018. To mark the occasion the Brussels Comic 
Strip Festival will offer you a special showing during the event, accompanied by the actors 
from the comic strip! 

 "Pierrot, Mimile, and Antoine, three childhood friends now 70 years old, understand very well 
that getting older is the only known way to stay alive and are quite determined to do so in 
style! Their reunion at the occasion of the funeral of Antoine's wife Lucette lasted only a short 
time.... Antoine accidentally stumbles upon a letter which makes him lose his mind. Without 
any explanation to his friends, he races off from their native Tarn to Tuscany.  Pierrot, Mimile, 
and Sophie, Antoine's enormously pregnant granddaughter, take off after him in order to stop 
him from committing a crime of passion...fifty years later!" 

In conjunction with Dargaud Publishing and Athena Films. 
Time and place: Saturday, 15 September at 2:00 PM - BOZAR Room M 
Price: €7 / adults and €5 / ages 12 and under 
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Conferences 
A great many authors, experts, publishers, and journalists will take turns leading lectures, 
meetings, and round-tables on hot topics in the 9th Art world. Here's a sneak peek.  

Friday, 14 September 

I want to work at a major publishing house, too  
Thanks to the Raymond Leblanc Prize for Young Talent, young authors can benefit from 
substantial financial aid and produce their album on generous professional terms. A chat that 
will bring together the two publishers associated with the prize as well as the last two winners. 
In conjunction with the non-profit Raymond Leblanc Association. 

Participants: Debuhme (2016 winner, author of the work entitled "On the Need to Have a Bear 
at Home" - Le Lombard), Hélène Aldeguer (2017 winner, author of the work entitled "After the 
Spring" - Futuropolis), Gauthier Van Meerbeeck (Le Lombard editor), Sébastien Gnaedig 
(Futuropolis editor). 

Blank cheque for Fabien Vehlmann: Alone in the City  
In view of the European political crisis resulting from recent waves of immigration, let's try to 
understand the experience of these men, women, and children forced to flee, and who - like 
the heroes in "Alone" - must often learn how to survive right in the heart of our cities.  

Participants: Zeina Abirached (author and illustrator, graphic novel "A Game for Swallows: To 
Die, To Leave, To Return" - 2008 Angoulême official selection, "The Oriental Piano" - 
Casterman, "Take Refuge" artist - Casterman), with an anticipated appearance by Mehdi 
Kassou (spokesman for the citizens aid centre for refugees in Brussels), Fabien Vehlmann 
(moderator). 

64_page Master Class, graphic tales review  
64_page has two objectives, offer a quality first edition to young authors and be a vector for 
knowledge (know-how) transmission from prominent 9th art figures. Their Master Classes 
also meet these two objectives by enabling future authors to meet an established author 
today, Cécile Bertrand and a young author who has just published his first album, 
REMEDIUM. The meeting deals with the technical aspects of the business as well as daily 
management.  

Participants: Cécile Bertrand (press illustrator and designer, editorialist, member of 
Cartooning for Peace), REMEDIUM (author of "Black Tales of the Junkyard Dog," 2017 
Inrocks readers' choice prize), Lucie Cauwe (youth literature critic, moderator). 
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Saturday, 15 September 

All about Alix and Jacques Martin  
Valérie Mangin, Latinist, historian, and scriptwriter will examine the famous character whose 
70th birthday is being celebrated this year. She will present the series Alix and Alix Senator 
and their connexion to the history and fiction of yesterday and today. It will also be an 
opportunity to highlight the role of women in the two series and unpack their extraordinary 
and fantastic aspects. 

Participants: Valérie Mangin (Latinist, historian and scriptwriter, author of "Alix Senator" - 
Casterman), Giorgio Albertini (historian, historical illustrator, author, designer of Alix T37 
"Veni Vide Vici" - Casterman, David B. (comic strip author, Alix T37 script writer "Veni Vidi 
Vici" Casterman). 

Who will win the 2018 Bronzen Adhémar?  
The Bronzen Adhémar is a prestigious Belgian comic strip prize that has been awarded to a 
Flemish author every two year since 1977. The list of winners includes authors who push the 
limits in their work. An encounter with the successor (h/f/x) of Luc Cromheecke (o.a. De Tuin 
van Daubigny, Plunk, Roboboy etc.)! At that time the last prize winner with talk about his life 
and work with Roel Daenen, the chief editor of Stripgids. 

Participants: the winner(s) of the Bronze Adhemar Prize (whose name will have been released 
on Friday, 14 September during the Atomium Prize ceremony), Roel Daenen (chief editor of 
Stripgids, moderator). 

Blank cheque for Fabien Vehlmann: Showing the Invisible  
In our blended multicultural society, one may justifiably lament the lack of visibility of certain 
segments of the population - sexual, religious, or racial minorities - in fiction, and especially 
in comics... but also, by contrast, think about ways to better represent the complexity of the 
real world! 

Participants: Aïchatou Ouattara (jurist and founder of the blog Afrofeminista), Shennawy 
(cartoonist, founder of TokTok Mag), Fabien Vehlmann (moderator). 
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Conference by Jade Lagardère: Amber Blake, a modern-day heroine  
Although Jade Lagardère, born on 26 September 1990 in Belgium, started very early as a high 
fashion and ready-to-wear model, writing has always been her passion. At the age of 18, she 
wrote her first script which would unfortunately never see the light of day. When she was 26 
years old Jade returned to her first love: writing. As a Belgian, she was raised on the comic 
strips, from Hergé to Van hamme, that she loves. Then it was only natural that she would 
choose this medium for her storyline, accompanied by American Butch Guice as cartoonist. 
In it she introduces her audience to a female character named Amber Blake, whose strong 
personality, survival instinct, and intelligence enable her to fight injustice and cruelty, 
including the mistreatment of women and pedophilia. She notably joined a humanitarian 
mission in Morocco at the age of 15 for the "SOS Villages d'Enfants" association and has 
always been profoundly affected by these subjects, and she uses the language of action 
comics to raise public awareness under the guise of entertainment. 

Participants: Jade Lagardère ("Amber Blake" scriptwriter - Glénat - 2 volumes released), 
Philippe Hauri (Editor), Thierry Tinlot (moderator). 

Citizens' Comic Strip Prize: the comics that talk about us!  
A new prize, this year the Atomium Citizens' Comic Strip Prize will recognize an album that 
generously, constructively, and positively takes on important topics in modern society. In 
short, it's the comic strip that looks like us. With the winner(s) whose name(s) will be revealed 
Friday evening. 

Participants: Citizens' Prize winner(s) (whose name(s) will be released Friday, 14 September 
during the Atomium Prize award ceremony), Thierry Tinlot (moderator). 

Les Vieux Fourneaux: from bookstores to cinemas  
The bestseller by Lupano and Cauuet (Dargaud) has just been adapted for the cinema by 
Christophe Duthuran. Lupano will return to this unbelievable adventure and this bold 
adaptation. 

Participants: Wilfrid Lupano (scriptwriter of "Les Vieux Fourneaux" series - Dargaud and the 
film of the same name), Morgan Di Salvia (moderator). 

OFF Conference!!!  Blank cheque for Fabien Vehlmann:  Reinventing Erotic Comics  
Long consigned to the shameful shelves of our bookstores, erotic comics still seem to 
struggle to earn respectability. In 2018 what new avenues can they pursue to reinvent the 
genre and adapt to the new sexual practices of the 21st century? 

Participants: Aude Mermilliod (writer on the topics of feminism, eroticism, and sexuality, "I 
Had to Tell You" - Casterman), Jean-Louis Tripp (author of "Ecstasy" - Casterman), with an 
anticipated appearance by anthropologist Pierre-Yves Wauthier who wrote a thesis on the 
transformations of married life and modern sexuality, Fabien Vehlmann (moderator).  
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Sunday, 16 September 

The Cognito Prize for Historical Comic Strips  
Spotlight on this prize that honours a work combining comics and history, with the winner(s) 
whose name(s) will be revealed Friday evening. In conjunction with The Cognito Foundation  

This genre is en vogue and each year brings an abundant new crop of exciting books that 
take us back into history. 

Participants: the winner(s) of the Cognito Prize (whose name(s) will be revealed on Friday, 
14 September at the Atomium Prize ceremony).  

Blank cheque for Fabien Vehlmann:  Green-groove!  
The environment is naturally on everyone's mind but is too often considered deadly boring, 
alarmist, or backward (think of the famous "back to the stone age" turn of phrase that pops up 
in so many conversations)! So what's the best way to broach the subject in our comics albums 
or among friends so as to raise awareness without boring our entourage? 

Participants: David D'Hondt ("Brussels' Sheep" project shepherd/farmer, a new urban 
agricultural project), Louise Joor ("Neska from the Ivy Clan" and "Kanopé" operating in the 
context of humanity's relationship with nature), Fabien Vehlmann (moderator). 

Enrico Marini's master class on Batman  
Marini has experienced what few European authors have: he produced a Batman for DC 
Comics. In fact, he was the first European to adapt the famous vigilante. How does one work 
with an American publisher on such a well-known series? Terror or excitement? 

Participants: Enrico Marini ("Batman, The Dark Prince Charming" - script, illustrations, 
colours) Stéphanie Coerten (moderator). 
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Balloon’s Day Parade  
This year, the “Balloon’s Day Parade” will once again pass through the streets of Brussels for 
nearly two hours. A new balloon created for the occasion in the image of the Smurfs will have 
the immense honour of taking part in the procession.  
 
The surprising inflation of the balloons will start at 10 o’clock in the morning on the Place des 
Palais. The start and inflation will take place at the Place Royale and rue Montagne de la Cour. 
In the course of the afternoon, Spirou, Tintin, Le Chat, Boule, Blurk, Gaston and their new 
friend will embark on their outing through the major thoroughfares of Brussels. 
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Press information 
 
Press contact of the Brussels Comic Strip Festival:  Noémie Wibail - n.wibail@visit.brussels 
- +32 490 49 43 84 
 
 Other press contacts  
 

 

Publisher Press officer Email Telephone 
Ballon Media Jente Lambrechts j.lambrechts@ballonmedia.com  03 294 15 00              

/ 0472 50 64 88 
Bamboo Edition  Stephane Levens stephanelevens@gmail.com   +32 479 749 598 
Casterman  Valérie Constant agenceapropos@gmail.com    +32 473 85 57 90 
Dargaud Coraline Walravens walravens@dargaud.be  02 526 68 84             

/ 0499 08 81 69 
Dupuis (Spirou 
Festival) 

Sophie Dumont dumont.s@dupuis.com  071 600 593               
/  0496 55 57 54 

Éd. le Héron 
d'Argent 

Vanessa Callico leherondargent@gmail.com  +33 6 59 44 30 40 

Fluide Glacial Valentine VERON vveron@fluideglacial.com   +33 1 40 03 97 41    
/+33 6 18 95 72 
73 

Glénat Elise Brun  elise.brun@glenat.com   +33 1 41 46 11 28 
Groupe Paquet  Amélie Favre afavre@groupepaquet.net  02 335 26 56             

/ 0041 79 850 75 
40 

Kana Stéphanie Nunez  presse@mangakana.com   +33 1 53 26 32 38    
- +33 6 22 97 52 
43 

Kennes Éd. Dimitri Kennes dimitri@kenneseditions.com   
Le Lombard Kevin Giraud  k.giraud@lelombard.be      +32 2 526 68 31 -     

+32 491 92 47 13 
Rue de Sèvres  Agathe Jacon  ajacon@rue-de-sevres.fr    +33 1.42.22.78.78 
Sandawe  Patrick Pinchart patrick.pinchart@sandawe.com  067 77 25 45              

/ 0476 79 18 46 
Standaard 
Uitgeverij 

Toon Horsten Toon.horsten@standaarduitgeverij.be  03 285 72 00              
/ 0473 44 39 08 

Stripgids Karl Van Den Broeck karl.vandenbroeck@stripgids.org  +32 477 3307 41 


